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SECTION A

Reading

Read Text 1. Then answer Questions 1–3.

You should spend about 1 hour 20 minutes on the WHOLE of Section A (Questions 1–7).

Write your answers in the spaces provided.

1	 From lines 5–13, give two examples that suggest Aron Ralston thinks that he has 
secured his position well.

1 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 1 = 2 marks)

2	 Read this extract.

The next three seconds play out at a tenth of their normal speed. Time dilates, as if I’m 
dreaming, and my reactions decelerate. In slow motion: The rock smashes my left hand 
against the south wall; my eyes register the collision, and I yank my left arm back as the 
rock ricochets4; the boulder then crushes my right hand and ensnares my right arm at the 
wrist, palm in, thumb up, fingers extended; the rock slides another foot down the wall  
with my arm in tow, tearing the skin off the lateral side of my forearm. Then silence.

	 Identify two things happening to Aron Ralston.

	 You may use your own words or quotations from the text.

1 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 2 = 2 marks)
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3	 Analyse how the writer uses language and structure to interest and engage readers.

	 In your answer you should write about:

	 •	 language features and techniques
	 •	 structural features and techniques
	 •	 the effect on the reader.

	 Support your views with detailed reference to the text.
(15)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(Total for Question 3 = 15 marks)
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Read Text 2. Then answer Questions 4–7.

Write your answers in the spaces provided.

4	 From lines 1–8, identify one reason why Shackleton’s crossing of the Antarctic failed.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 4 = 1 mark)

5	 Read this extract.

… Abnormal weather conditions prevailed. Contrary to all expectations the temperature 
was below zero (Fahrenheit) in early February. By the end of the month it fell to minus 49 
degrees, and the old and the young pack were cemented together.

	 Identify the phrase which shows how cold it was at the end of February.
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(Total for Question 5 = 1 mark)
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6	 The writer attempts to engage the reader through the description of the expedition.

	 Evaluate how successfully this is achieved.

	 Support your views with detailed reference to the text.
(15)
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(Total for Question 6 = 15 marks)
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Question 7 is about Text 1 and Text 2. Answer both parts of the question. 
Refer to both texts in your answers.

Write your answer in the space provided.

7	 (a)	 The two texts show some of the events that happened on expeditions.

		  What similarities do the expeditions share in these extracts?

		  Use evidence from both texts to support your answer.
(6)
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	 (b)	 Compare how the writers of Text 1 and Text 2 present their ideas and perspectives 
about dangerous experiences.

		  You should write about:

		  •	 the ideas and perspectives of the writers
		  •	 how they are presented
		  •	 how they are similar/different.

		  Support your answer with detailed references to the texts.
(14)
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 (Total for Question 7 = 20 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 56 MARKS



*S62442A01420*
14

	

	

SECTION B

Transactional Writing

Answer ONE question. You should spend about 45 minutes on this section.

Write your answer in the space provided.

EITHER

8	 Write the text for a speech you will give to your peers giving essential advice on 
personal safety.

	 In your speech, you could:

	 •	 consider what you think personal safety means
	 •	 consider what risks there may be for your peer group
	 •	 suggest things that people can do to keep themselves safe and why these may 

be useful

	 as well as any other ideas you might have.

	� Your response will be marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar.

(Total for Question 8 = 40 marks)

OR

9	 Write an article for a magazine about an interesting hobby or activity.

	 In your article, you could include:

	 •	 what the interesting hobby or activity is and who it appeals to
	 •	 facts or information about the hobby or activity
	 •	 what the positives and negatives of your chosen hobby or activity are

	 as well as any other ideas you might have.

	 *Your response will be marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary, 
spelling, punctuation and grammar.

(Total for Question 9 = 40 marks)

*

*

*
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number:	 Question 8	 	 Question 9	

Plan your answer to Section B here:

Write your answer to Section B here:
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